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        Pastor Paul Horn

What makes this Christmas greeting so much better?

I.  It is from our glorious God (vs.1-3a)

II.   Who is our Savior (vs.3b)

III.   Who is far superior (vs.4-9)

I have some Christmas greeting cards with me.  I want to read just a few of them to you this morning. (Read a few of the cards.)  Which one did you like the best?  Did you like it because of the words or because of the picture on the cover?  Maybe you liked one better than the other because of the personal note written inside.  If you were to compare, could you pick one that is better than all the others?  I have a Christmas greeting that far surpasses anything Hallmark can publish.  It has everything that you would ever want in a Christmas greeting.  It’s the Christmas greeting God sends to us this morning in our Second Lesson from Hebrews chapter one.  I have to admit something about this lesson from Hebrews.  When I first read it, I wondered, “Why was this portion of Scripture chosen for Christmas Day?  There has to be something better than this reading that hits the message of Christmas.”  How wrong I am.  There is no better message.  And that’s what I would like you to discover with me this morning.  Let’s walk through this reading together and find the answer to this question:  “What Makes This Christmas Greeting So Much Better?”
I.
The writer of the book of Hebrews never identifies himself.  It’s a mystery.  But the recipients of this letter seem to be Jewish Christians who were half inclined to drop the Christian label from their name and go back to just being a Jew.  It was difficult and dangerous to be a Christian.  Christians were dragged from the homes, fired from their jobs, arrested and thrown in jail, sometimes even executed just for believing in Jesus.  Listen to how their letter begins, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word” (1-3a).          
  

The Jewish people knew God spoke to them in all sorts of ways in the past.  He spoke to Moses through a burning bush; he spoke to Elijah in a still small voice; he spoke to Isaiah through a vision in the temple; he used dreams, angels, symbols, smoke, fire, and events in nature.  God had not been silent since the Garden of Eden.  But now he had a new and final speaker – “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.”  Greetings had come through the angel Gabriel, and harsh warnings through the prophet Hosea.  But now here’s a new speaker.  Let’s meet him.  

He has a close relationship with God. He is not a servant or only an angelic messenger, but he is God’s own Son.  This Son was given possession of all things.  Nothing is excluded from him.  Everything is HIS.  And he was even there at the beginning of creation.  Remember the Gospel for today, “In the beginning was the Word…through him all things were made.” (John 1:1,3)  He designed the very world that would be given to him.  When you look at this new speaker from God you will the see fullness of God’s glory in him.  You want to see God’s power, look at his miracles.  You want to hear God’s wisdom, listen to his Words.  You want to see God’s mercy, look at him on the cross.  You want to see God, look at his new speaker. He’s brilliant, radiating and holy.  Not only did he design the world that was later given to him by his Father, he carries the world. Maybe you have seen the Greek god of mythology Atlas who holds the dead weight of the world on his shoulders.  This new speaker from God the Father does more than that.  He actively sustains the world.  He holds all things together. 

What makes this Christmas greeting so much better?  Look at the evidence.  The one is described here as 1) God’s own Son  2) Possessor of everything  3) Creator of the universe  4) He radiates God’s brilliance  5) You look at him and you see God  6) and he holds everything together.  What do you have to conclude about the one described?  This Christmas is from your glorious God!  This Christmas, as we look into the cradle of Christ, look closely at that baby.  The one holding the rattle is also holding the rafters of the earth together.  The innocent-looking, newborn baby of Mary is the perfectly innocent Son of the holy God.  This child, who had been given gifts, made those gifts and everything else belonging to him.  All is his.  What makes this Christmas greeting so much better than all the rest?  It’s a Christmas greeting from a child, this Son, Jesus, who is your glorious God.  That’s how your God greets you this morning.

For those Jewish Christians who thought that they just might hang up their Christianity hat, this is the greeting they were given, “You live in a hostile world.  That makes it tough to keep your faith.  But look in the manger.  Lift your eyes to the Lord Jesus.  Look at who he is.  He’s your glorious God.”  The same goes for you this morning.  When you find it tough to keep Christ in Christmas or Christ in your Christianity, look into the manger and listen to this Christmas greeting.  It’s so much better.  It’s a greeting from your glorious God, the baby Jesus.  And he speaks to you.

II.
We’ve heard five striking statements about the glory of Jesus and what makes this Christmas greeting so much better.  There are two more statements.  Let’s find out more about what makes this Christmas greeting so much better.  Hebrews 1:3b says, “After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”  I’m sure this has happened to you in the past…  It never fails.  Whenever you eat spaghetti, you always seem to be wearing a white shirt.  No matter how careful you might try to be, there will be reddish-orange stain somewhere on that shirt by the time supper is done.  Even though it gets scrubbed with “Shout” spot remover, you can still see a light orange outline.

Every time you and I miss the mark of God’s commandments, that sin is like that nasty spaghetti sauce on a 

white shirt.  It stains.  Sin embeds itself into our heart and every pore of our body.  Sometimes you might think to yourself, “But there’s no way that stain will stay.  It can’t.”  But the spot is so big, it has set way too long, and there’s nothing that will remove it.  Remember though, there is a powerful cleansing agent.  Jesus makes sure that no matter how deep the stain, there will not be traces of it when he gets done washing it.  He removes it and cleanses it completely.  Your glorious God, who brings you a Christmas greeting this morning, has done this for you.  Your glorious God was a little baby lying in the straw.  This little baby grew up to be a man.  This God-man eventually died; not from natural causes, not because he had been killed in a car accident.  He willingly walked to his death to cleanse you from your sins. His blood was the “Shout” spot remover that washed away your sins.  Unlike “Shout” or “Purex” or “Tide” Jesus’ blood washed you inside and out.  He removed the sinful stains from your heart.

The first readers of this letter to the Hebrews needed to hear that.  Troubled as they were in their Christianity, this was the news that needed to greet them.  When questioned as to what makes this greeting so much better, they could answer, “It’s a greeting from our glorious God, who washed away my stain of sin.”  I need that reminder.  And so do you.  That’s the greeting you need to hear at Christmas.  That child born of flesh and blood, from Mary, is the one who by his flesh and blood would do away with the stain of every one of your sins.  That’s what makes this Christmas greeting from God’s Word in Hebrews so much better.

III.
Back in Jesus’ day there was no Hallmark or Dayspring Greeting Card Company.  There were, however, greeters on that first Christmas.  One said, “Greetings, Mary!”  Another said, “Don’t be afraid!”  A crowd of these greeters overwhelmed the first Christmas guests, scaring them half to death by singing out, “Glory to God in the highest!”  The angels were the first Christmas greeters.  Are they talked about in our Christmas greeting?  Sure they are, but look at what makes this Christmas greeting so much better.  “So he (Jesus) became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs” (4).  Look at the names that have been given to Jesus; Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, Merciful Father, Prince of Peace, the King of kings, the Savior.  Those names are far better than “angel”!  Not one of them is called God’s own Son, or told to have other angels worship him.  Angels are creatures that were created by God for service.  The word angel actually means “messenger.”  

But this new messenger sent by the Father in this Christmas greeting is much better.  Listen why, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God (Jesus), your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy” (8,9).  God the Father placed his Son as ruler over all things, even the angels.  He is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  The Father has even placed him over you, “his companions” as verse nine states.  That’s good for us to hear and it was what the Jews needed to hear. On this Christmas morning we need to hear that the baby Jesus was appointed by God to be your King, your King who came to win a battle.  Your Newborn King fought your enemies; Satan, sin and the sinful world, and he won.  Because the Christ-child defeated his enemies, his reign will last forever.  He will always rule over everything.  He is far superior than the angels, than demons, the devil himself and any authority here on earth.  This is what makes this Christmas greeting so much better, Jesus is far superior.      

Christmas greetings to you, brothers and sisters in Christ!  I don’t have a Christmas greeting card for each of you right now.  But I have something much better.  You’ve discovered this morning what it is.  It’s a greeting from your glorious God who is your Savior, who did away with the stain of sin, and who is far superior than anything, even the angels.  He brings you a greeting of “Merry Christmas” much better than I ever could.  Amen.

